
  



 

 

The history of the pysanka egg goes back many 

centuries although no one is exactly sure when it 

began. The name for these eggs, pysanka in the 

singular (pronounced pys- an- ka) and pysanky as 

plural, comes from the Ukrainian verb pysaty, 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ άǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜΣέ ƻǊ ͙͙ͨͫ͊ͭ ƛƴ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴƛŀƴΦ 

However, in the case of pȅǎŀƴƪȅ ŜƎƎǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΩ ƛǎ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ elaborate 

geometric designs and symbols which can be interpreted rather than words.  

There are a number of different stories about the origin of these eggs dating back 

many years before any association with religious festivals. One of these stories 

suggests that the ritual is meant to represent the return of sunshine after a long 

winter, and eggs are used because the yellow yolk is thought to resemble the sun. 

Another pre-Christian legend tells the story of a monster (the personification of 

evil) in the Carpathian mountains. In the story the more pysanky eggs people 

made, the tighter the chains were wrapped around the monster, therefore 

keeping it at bay so that it didnΩǘ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ 

During the pre-Christian days, Ukrainians decorated eggs to celebrate the 

springtime with its new life and rebirth. Symbols during this period typically 

represented health, happiness, love, harvest and fertility. After Ukrainians 

accepted Christianity (988AD), they continued with their egg art traditions and 

their pysanky designs reflected this. The egg became a symbol of the Resurrection 

and a promise of life eternal. 

Today, many communities decorate pysanky 

eggs to celebrate springtime. It has become 

an art form in itself and there are many 

specialist artists who create them, taking the 

decoration to another level. One of these 

artists is Lorrie Popow who has earned the 

ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ΨaŀǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ tȅǎŀƴƪȅΩ όŎƭƛŎƪ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪ). 

https://lorriepopow.com/?s=pysanky  

The History of Pysanky Eggs 

Class Activity  
Find out about other countries 

that decorate eggs. 

What do they call them? 

What is the history behind it? 

 

https://lorriepopow.com/?s=pysanky


 

 

  

The art of decorating a pysanka egg is one that can take 

many years of practice to perfect. The technique used 

ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƳǳŎƘ 

since the custom for decorating them began. The 

technique used is a wax-resist batik method. The decoration is applied to the 

ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ΨǊŜŀƭΩ blown out eggshell. Usually this is a ƘŜƴΩǎ egg although it can 

also be done on turkey, guinea fowl and ǉǳŀƛƭΩǎ eggs. A white egg should be used 

so that the decoration shows up clearly. First, the design is drawn onto the surface 

of the egg with a pencil. This pencil line is then covered with a thin line of hot wax. 

The wax used is bees wax. A tiny piece is put into the end of a tool called a ΨYƛǎǘƪŀΩ. 

(https://www.bestpysanky.com/en-gb/collections/kistka )  

The end of the kistka is then held over a candle flame to heat it up. As it gets hot 

the bees wax melts and flows through the tip. Thƛǎ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ΨŘǊŀǿΩ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ 

onto the egg. After the first lines are drawn the egg is put into some dye. In the 

case of the illustration above it would be orange dye. The first lines drawn will 

become the white lines (the colour of the egg). The dye will not colour where the 

ǿŀȄ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƎƎǎΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿŀȄ ΨǊŜǎƛǎǘǎΩ the dye. The next stage of the 

decoration is now done drawing more lines of wax onto the egg. The egg is now 

put into black dye. These lines show as orange on the finished egg. Once the 

decoration has been applied the egg is held over the flame so the wax lines will 

melt. As it melts it is wiped off. Once all the wax has been melted, the different 

colours of the decoration can be seen underneath. Some designs are very intricate 

and take many hours to complete.  

Click this link to watch a short film showing the 

traditional method of decorating pysanky eggs.             

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OY6fxZWmT3s 

There is a unique museum in Ukraine dedicated to 

showcasing this artwork (click here for more 

information). https://pysanka.museum/welcome/  

How a pysanka egg is decorated 

https://www.bestpysanky.com/en-gb/collections/kistka
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OY6fxZWmT3s
https://pysanka.museum/welcome/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OY6fxZWmT3s


 

 

Traditional pysanka egg designs link to nature. This is possibly because of their 

origin as the welcoming of spring which is linked to new growth. Many of the 

designs show images of plants, animals and birds. These images are usually drawn 

in a very simplified way. There are also lots of symbols used in the designs.  A 

symbol is a mark or image made that is 

used to represent something else. 

The colour of the design is also carefully 

thought out, as each colour traditionally 

had a meaning. For example yellow means 

happiness and blue will bring good health. 

The national flower of Ukraine is the 

Sunflower and the national 

bird is the 

Nightingale. 

You could use these images 

to incorporate into your 

designs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Themes for decorating your pysanka egg 

designs 

Challenge 
What is the message of 

a design with a Flower 

& a bird in it? 

 

 
Can you make up some 

of your own secret 

messages? 

Colours & their meanings 

White: purity, light, birth  

Yellow: sun, stars, moon, harvest, 

warmth, youth, happiness 

Orange: endurance, strength, 

ambition 

Red: happiness, hope, passion, sun 

Blue: sky, air, good health 

Green: spring, hope, freshness,           

renewal 

            Brown: Mother Earth 

            Black: darkest time before        

dawn   dawn, eternity, respect for 

the       the dead 

 

Symbols & their meanings 

Horse: wealth and prosperity 

Flowers: wisdom, beauty, and elegance 

Bird: coming of spring and fertility  

Oak Leaf/Acorn: strength and persistence 

Spirals: defence and protection 

Pine Bough: strength, growth, and eternal life 

Crosses: Christ and the four corners of the world 

Roses: love and caring 

Deer: masculinity, victory, and leadership 



 

 

Look at these ideas to help you develop your own ideas 

for a pysanka egg design. Your design should include 

geometric patterns and images from nature. It could 

ŀƭǎƻ ǳǎŜ ǎȅƳōƻƭǎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ŀ ΨǎŜŎǊŜǘΩ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎΦ 

 

 

 

Developing your ideas for pysanka egg designs 

Design Ideas 
As well as the theme 

of nature, pysanka 

egg designs also use 

geometric shapes 

and swirling 

patterns.  

Design Challenge 
Images shown here are 

traditional Ukrainian  

pysanka egg symbols. 

These may vary from 

region to region. Do 

other countries who 

decorate eggs have 

symbols of their own? 

Can you find out what 

they are? 

https://pin.it/3sm0hnY
https://pin.it/3iIYm9a
https://pin.it/6393vVp
https://pin.it/16sEjmM
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/930978554199813929/
https://pin.it/3iIYm9a


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Look at the work of Ukrainian artist Maria 

Prymachenko for ideas & inspiration. 

Maria Prymachenko was a self-taught artist who 

painted in a style known as  Naïve Art 

(Primitivism) . 

She was born in January 12, 1908 and died 

August 18, 1997. 

She lived her whole life in the village of Bolotnya 

in the Ivankiv Raion, Kyiv  Oblast, situated only 

30 km from Chernobyl. 

Maria was ill with polio as a child and this 

painful disease influenced her life. Maria grew 

into a thoughtful and considerate person, who had 

a lot of compassion for nature and every living 

thing.  

It is the theme of nature and in particular, the 

flowers & birds of Ukraine, that was the main 

theme of her work.  

 Can you see how she has 

used images of sunflowers 

& birds in her paintings?  

The colours she used are 

also linked to the pysanka 

egg tradition of yellow for 

happiness & blue for good 

health. 

 Click to watch a film about her work (NB 

note Ukraine pronunciation is Kyiv not 

Kiev) 

Also a cartoon about her 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qsxN6P 

DeRMo 

 

Click the dove to see more of her work 

 Look at her 

artwork to give 

you ideas for 

your pysanka 

egg designs 

All images courtesy Wikiart 

https://www.wikiart.org/en/artists-by-art-movement/na-ve-art-primitivism
https://www.wikiart.org/en/artists-by-art-movement/na-ve-art-primitivism
https://www.wikiart.org/en/maria-primachenko
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qsxN6P
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjbM8g1oGGY


 

 

The traditional method of decorating a pysanka egg uses a wax-resist batik 

method. This requires specialist tools and can be quite hard to do, particularly with 

large numbers of students. So here are some different ways that you could explore 

to decorate your eggs. They use the idea and style of pysanky eggs, but are created 

using different techniques. All these ideas use materials that are commonly used in 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀƴȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ ǘƻƻƭǎ ƻǊ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Different ways to decorate a pysanka style egg 

Oil Pastel & 

Dye 

Scratch Art Technique 

Polystyrene Press Print 

 

Egg Dye 
Paint & Pens 

Papier Mache Balloon 

Egg 

3D Modelling 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

How to decorate a pysanka egg usingé. 

é. 

You will need: 
* Eggs ð White or brown 

*Egg Dye 

*Water 

*Vinegar 

*Paper towels 

*Jam jar (or containers) 

*Cocktail stick  

*Push pin (sharp) 

*Bowl 

 

Using a ôrealõ egg to 

make your pysanka eggs 

gives the finish a more 

authentic look.  

You can hard-boil the egg 

but it can go off & get 

smelly. If you keep the 

egg raw & it breaks it will 

make a lot of mess!  

So, itõs best to ôblowõ the 

egg. It can be messy but 

itõs lots of fun too! 

5 ð When all the egg is blown 

out the hole wipe the surface of 

the egg with some vinegar. 

This will clean off any oils & 

help it dye better. 

2 ð Use a sharp ôpush pinõ to 

make a small hole in the top & 

bottom of the egg. Donõt push in 

too fast or it will crack. Use a 

slow, twisting motion until the 

surface is broken. 

7 ð Remove the egg from 

the dye & pat it dry with  a 

paper towel. Itõs now all 

ready for more decorations 

however you decide to do it. 

6 ð Mix the dye according in 

instruc tions. Use a spoon to 

lower the egg into the dye. It 

will float so hold it under the 

dye for 2 mins 

     

Blowing &              

Dying an Egg 

Dye or food colouring?                 

Having tried out both, egg dye 

produces much better results. 

The colours are strong & it works 

out much cheaper as well (£3 for 

5 colours 100+ eggs) The 

results we achieved using food 

colouring were very poor & not 

worth trying & also cost more. 

 

4ð Take a deep breath & place your 

lips over the hole at one end. Blow 

hard until the egg inside starts to 

come out. You will need to stop now & 

then for more breath. You can also 

poke the stick in the hole to help. 

3 ð Take a cocktail stick and 

slowly twist it pushing it into 

the hole to make it larger. 

Wiggle it around to break the 

yolk inside. This makes it 

easier to blow out. 

Click here to watch a video    

of ôhow toõ create this egg 

decoration design. 

1 ðFirst get your equipment ready. Using 

a white or brown egg will depend on 

availability & the colour you want to 

achieve. These are brown & white eggs using 

the same dye showing the variation 

https://youtu.be/WwpfCqPWTx4


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

How to decorate a pysanka egg usingé. 

é. 
Scratch 

Art  You will need: 
* Scratch art egg kit 
            (available online)  

Or to make your own 

* Cartridge paper 

*Oil pastels 

*Acrylic paint  

*Egg template 

*Wooden kebab skewer   

  or similar 

 
1 ð Draw around the egg 

template & create your design. 

2 ð Copy your design 

onto the egg using the 

wooden ôscratchingõ 

tool. Draw with the tool 

to reveal the colours 

beneath the black 

surface. 

Using a scratch art kit is a quick & 

easy way to create beautiful 

designs. The kit comes with all you 

need to make these eggs. 

3 ð Your finished 

design. Hang up with 

the rest of your class 

for a beautiful 

display. 

However, making your own scratch 

art paper is easy as well as fun to do. 

Follow these steps to create your own 

scratch art Pysanka egg design. 

 

 

1 ð Draw around an egg 

template & create your design. 
2 ð Draw around the template on 

cartridge paper. Using oil pastels, 

cover the egg shape you have 

drawn. Donõt leave any gaps! 

3 ð Paint over the oil pastel 

egg using black acrylic paint. 

Leave to dry. 

4 ð Place the egg template on top of 

the painted egg. Draw around it. Use 

a wooden skewer to copy your design 

onto the paper. Scratch the surface to 

reveal the colours below. 

5 ð Carefully cut out the egg. 

Follow the outline you have drawn. 

These are the 2 different 

methods to compare. 

Click here to watch a 

video of ôhow toõ create 

this egg design. 

https://youtu.be/HRarawWmzm8


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

How to decorate a pysanka egg usingé. 

é. 

You will need: 
*Brown or white eggs             

*Egg dye 

*Oil pastels 

*Pencil 

*Paper towels 

 

1 ð First create your 

design so you have it to 

refer to when you work. 

2 ð Copy your design onto the 

egg using a feint pencil mark. 
3 ð Draw over the 

pencil lines with 

oil pastels. 

4 ð Carefully lower the egg 

into the dye. Hold it under the 

surface with a spoon as it will 

float if itõs been blown. 

5 ð After 2 minutes remove the 

egg from the dye. Gently pat it 

dry. Itõs now finished & ready to 

display. 

Click here to watch a video of ôhow toõ 

create this egg decoration design. 

Using oil pastel to draw your design                

on the egg works in a similar way to the       the 

traditional pysanka wax batik method. When 

you put the egg into the dye the oil pastel will 

resist the dye so it will only dye the eggshell. 

The final effect is very similar to the 

traditional pysanka egg method but much 

easier to achieve. 

 

   Oil Pastel  

  & Dye 

https://youtu.be/ya4VywFuOy8


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

How to decorate a pysanka egg usingé. 

é. 
You will need: 

* Balloons 

*Wallpaper paste 

  (or similar)  

*Newspaper 

*Scissors 

*Acrylic paint  

*Pencil 

*Paintbrushes (various) 

*Old can or similar as a 

stand  

  

Making a papier mache 

egg can be messy but 

fun! You need a ôformõ to 

papier mache onto ð a 

balloon is ideal as itõs egg 

shaped. 

Cut up lots of strips of 

paper before you start ð 

itõs tricky to do this when 

your hands are covered in 

glue. Plan ahead as it 

takes a while to dry. 

Paint with acrylic paint 

as it covers the newsprint. 

5 ð When itõs dry paint a base 

layer over the whole balloon. 

Acrylic paint is best as it is 

opaque & gives a good coverage 

over the newsprint. 

2 ð Dip a strip of paper into the 

paste & press it onto the balloon. 

Smooth it flat before adding 

the next piece. 

8 ð When itõs all painted 

you can add a ribbon to 

hang it up or display it 

in a large bowl like a 

giant egg cup. 

7 ð Carefully paint your 

design onto the egg. Make 

sure you leave each colour to 

dry before painting the next. 

     

    Papier Mache  

   Balloon Egg                        

6 ð Draw your design onto the 

balloon using a pencil 

 

4ð When the whole balloon is 

covered leave it to dry. Donõt put 

it near too much heat or the 

balloon will expand & split the 

paper. It may take a few days. 

3 ð Keep adding strips of 

paper. Wipe off excess glue on 

the edge of the bowl. Work 

around the balloon 

overlapping the strips. 

Click here to watch a video    

of ôhow toõ create this egg 

decoration design. 

1 ðFirst collect 

everything you 

need. Cut lots of 

thin strips of 

paper & mix up 

the paste. 

https://youtu.be/-f9AQIHwhks


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

How to decorate a pysanka egg usingé. 

é. 

You will need: 
* Egg to decorate :  
real, wooden, plastic, polystyrene             
*Egg dye or acrylic paint 

* Felt tip pens 

* Chalk pens 

*Permanent marker pen 

*Felt, thread, and needle 

*Glue stick 

 

1 ð First decide which type 

of egg you will decorate & 

choose your materials that 

work with the egg. 

2 ð Dying a real egg. Choose the colour 

dye. The final shade will depend on 

whether your egg is white or brown. 

Leave in the dye for 2 mins. Remove & 

pat dry. 

3 ð Painting a polystyrene or 

plastic egg. Push a cocktail 

stick into the base. You can hold 

this to make painting it easier. 

Once itõs painted push the stick 

into an egg box & leave it to dry. 

4 ð Draw your design onto the 

egg with pencil. Next add 

colour to your design using 

your chosen medium. Display 

in an egg cup or hanging up. 

5 ð To make your own hanger. Draw 

around a 5p onto some felt. Cut it out. 

Thread a large needle with some thread or 

wool. Make a tiny stitch through the 

centre of the felt pulling the threads even. 

Stick this to the top of the egg to hang up. 

Click here to watch a 

video of ôhow toõ create 

this egg decoration 

design. 

There are lots of different types of egg              

available to buy that you can use as your          r 

base egg. The plastic ones often come as a kit with 

hangers & thread making it easy to finish them off. 

You can also get polystyrene, wooden or ceramic 

eggs. Alternatively use a real egg and ôblowõ it first. 

What you use to decorate your egg will depend on 

the base egg material. Choose your colours carefully 

ð if you are using pens they need a light base as the 

colours wonõt show up on a dark background. 

However chalk pens do so use these if you want to 

use lighter colours on a dark background. 

   Pens & 

    Paint        

First 

create 

your 

design so 

you have 

it to refer 

to when 

you work. 

https://youtu.be/VmRhCf3XZA0


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

How to create a printed pysanka egg usingé 

You will need: 
* Polystyrene sheets 

*Pencil 

*Cartridge paper 

*Coloured card 

*Printing Ink  

*Roller (brayer) 

*Egg template 

*Glue stick 

*Newspaper 

 

Print making using 

polystyrene is a fun way 

of creating amazing 

works of art. And once 

youõve made the printing 

block you can print 

multiple prints, again & 

again & again! 

These prints could be 

made into cards, 

displayed as a print or 

cut into egg shapes & 

hung up as bunting. 

6 ð Put a piece of paper on top 

of the inked polystyrene. Press 

down firmly all over the back 

of the paper. Make sure you 

feel for the edges. 

3 ð Copy your design onto the 

polystyrene. Press gently 

Using a slightly blunt pencil 

The mark should be about 2mm 

deep so the ink wonõt fill it. 

9 ð Or the print could be 

stuck down to make into 

a greetings card. 

8ð When itõs dry you could 

cut around the outside to 

make an egg shaped print. 

These could be hung in a row 

as bunting. 

     

     Polystyrene 

   Press Printing  

7 ð Carefully peel up the paper 

to reveal your amazing print! 

Leave somewhere to dry ð 

printing ink can take a while. 

 

5 ð Roll the ink over the surface 

of the polystyrene. It will sit on 

the surface & wonõt go into the 

groves you have made. Too much 

ink will fill the grooves. 

4 ð Roll out your printing 

ink. Not too thick. You 

should hear it make a 

ôstickyõ noise when itõs ready 

to use. 

Click here to watch a video    

of ôhow toõ create this egg 

decoration design. 

1 ðFirst create your 

design. 
2 ð Draw around an 

egg template onto the            

polystyrene. 

https://youtu.be/Wxbyz25gZwo


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

How to create a pysanka egg usingé. 

é. 

You will need: 
* Air drying clay             

* Plasticine 

* Play dough-salt dough 

* Modelling tools 

*Cocktail stick  

*Paint & pens (various) 

*Fine paint brush 

 

1 ð First 

create your 

design so 

you have it 

to refer to 

when you 

work. 

4 ð If using clay leave it to dry 

before painting. First paint a base 

coat over the whole egg. Then paint 

the details using a fine brush. 

5 ð Chalk pens are a great 

alternative to paint as the 

colours show up well. They are 

also easier to control than 

using a fine paintbrush. You 

can also use permanent felt tip 

pens on top of a painted base. 

Again, good for fine detail. 

6 ð Another way of making your egg could 

be creating a flat egg shape using your 

modelling material. You can then add 

decorative shapes on top or score patterns 

into the surface. This works well with salt 

dough as you can bake them to make them 

hard. Make a hole beforehand & add ribbons 

to make hanging decorations. 

Click here to 

watch a video of 

ôhow toõ create 

this egg 

decoration 

design. 

Making an egg is an easy way to                                       

introduce 3D modelling as itõs a fairly               

basic shape to start with.  

The technique for making is the same                   

for using Clay, plasticine or play dough               

so just choose which you will use before you start. 

You can also make your own salt dough & bake it 

in  the oven 

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/howto/guide/how-

make-salt-dough-recipe  Clay will need to fully 

dry out before you start to decorate it.  This may 

take a few days depending on the size. 

      3D 

Modelling 

3 ð Use your modelling tools to create your 

design. This can be a scored design ôinto the 

surface or a raised relief design by adding or 

removing clay on the surface. 

2 ð Take your modelling 

material & roll it in your hands. 

Mould it into an egg shape. 

Smooth it flat (use a damp 

sponge if using clay. 

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/howto/guide/how-make-salt-dough-recipe
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/howto/guide/how-make-salt-dough-recipe
https://youtu.be/R7GNwUZjpeI


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ways to display your pysank y  eggs. Itõs important to think about 

how you intend to display the 

decorated eggs at the start of 

the project. Involving students 

in deciding how this could be 

done can make them feel they 

are actively involved & inspire 

them to do their best. 

Sharing their work publicly 

can help them feel proud of 

their achievements. 

 

2D work can be           

mounted & hung on the wall 

to create a class ôGalleryõ 

Larger papier mache eggs look 

great displayed in plant pots. Or 

they could be hung from the 

ceiling at different lengths. 
A great way of getting students 

outside & engaging with nature is to 

arrange an egg hunt. A class could 

hide their eggs in the school grounds 

for another class to find. 

Eggs could also be hung 

on trees in the 

playground for everyone 

else to enjoy. 

Finallyéé                                      

There are bound to be loads of fabulous 

pysanky eggs created by your 

students. Why not celebrate this by 

adding it to the Culture Liverpool 

website for everyone to see and enjoy.   
Find different baskets or bowls 

to display the students eggs in. 

If your egg has a 

ôhangerõ on it then you 

could hang them on a 

branch in the 

classroom. This could 

be part of a nature 

display table where 

students can display 

their springtime finds.  

 

Scratch art & 

prints can be cut 

out & made into 

strings of 

decorative bunting. 

Or you could make a card with 

the egg design on the front. 

Eggs could also 

be displayed in 

recycled egg 

boxes. These could 

also be decorated 

by students on 

the outside of the 

box. 

A fun way to 

display eggs is in 

an eggcup. Ask 

students to bring 

one from home. 

This is also an 

opportunity to 

link to DT product 

analysis. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Watch a video showing you how to decorate a pysanka style egg 

https://youtu.be/ya4VywFuOy8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OY6fxZWmT3s
https://youtu.be/HRarawWmzm8
https://youtu.be/WwpfCqPWTx4
https://youtu.be/Wxbyz25gZwo
https://youtu.be/VmRhCf3XZA0
https://youtu.be/R7GNwUZjpeI
https://youtu.be/-f9AQIHwhks


 

Liverpool is incredibly proud to be hosting the Eurovision Song Contest on behalf 

of Ukraine. This also gives schools the opportunity to learn more about Ukraine 

and the other 37 countries that are involved. 

The BBC TV official website is packed with information about the Eurovision song 

contest and covers the history of the competition, details of each country that is 

performing, how they have performed in the past, the different competitors and 

ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜΗ LǘΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ worth exploring.  

Click this link to check it out for yourself. 

https://eurovisionworld.com/eurovision/2023/event   

 

         Here are the 37 countries that are performing in this ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘΦ 

With so many countries involved it opens up lots of opportunities for cross-

curricular projects and links to other subjects. One activity could be to allocate 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀ ΨCŀŎǘ CƛƭŜΩ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀre 

many websites & books that could be used or you could start with BBC Bitesize - 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize  

The Wonderful World of Eurovision. 

https://eurovisionworld.com/eurovision/2023/event
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://eurovision.tv/story/eurovision-2023-here-are-37-countries-competing-liverpool


  All aboutéééé... 
 

 

 

This is the national flag for  

  ééééééééééééé.. 

Where in the worldé 
Write about where the 

country is in the world. 
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éééééééééééé

éééééééééééé

éééééééééééé

éééééééééééé 

Draw or stick a map here 

showing where the country is. 

Geographical Fact File  

Populationééééééééééééééééééééé

ééééééééééééééééééééééééééé

Mountainsééééééééééééééééééééé

ééééééééééééééééééééééééééé

Riversééééééééééééééééééééééé

ééééééééééééééééééééééééééé

Capital Cityéééééééééééééééééééé. 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééééé

Regionséééééééééééééééééééééé

ééééééééééééééééééééééééééé

Climateééééééééééééééé..ééééééé

éééé.. 

Every country has its own special food. What sort of 

food is traditionally eaten here? 

éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé

éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé

éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 

Famous People from éééééééééé. 

Scientists.ééééééééééééééééééé

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé

Writersééééééééééééééééééééé

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé

Poetséééééééééééééééééééééé

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé

Artistsééééééééééééééééééééé

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé

Musiciansééééééééééééééééééé

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé

Composersééééééééééééééééééé

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé

Designersééééééééééééééééééé

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé

Dancerséééééééééééééééééééé

éééééééééééééééééééééééé. 

 

 

 

Does the country have any 

special festivals or celebrations? 

What are they called? 

éééééééééééééééééé

éééééééééééééééééé

éééééééééééééééééé
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éééééééééééééééééé

éééééééééééééééééé. 

 

Eurovision History 

How many times have they been in 

the Eurovision Song Contest?  

éééééééééééééééééé

How many times have they won? 

éééééééééééééééééé 

What is the name of their 2023 

song entry? 

éééééééééééééééééé 

éééééééééééééééééé 

Who is singing it? 

éééééééééééééééééé 

 

 

Anything else you found 

out? 
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éééééééééééééé.. 

 



 

 

Taking part in a whole school project like this gives your 

pupils the opportunity to get together as a whole school 

and involve the wider community in celebrating the event 

and project. 

There are many different activities that could be done, here are a few ideas: 

Themed Assemblies 

Multi-lingual assembly to celebrate the different countries involved in Eurovision.  

Classes can give an assembly presentation on the different countries involved in 

Eurovision. 

Invite in parents who speak a different language to English to give language taster 

sessions to students. 

Invite in parents or those from the community who have lived in any of the 

Eurovision countries to talk about their experience of living there.  

Community Day 

Invite the wider community to the school for a Eurovision celebration. Showcase 

the different activities that students have been doing as part of the Eurovision 

project. This could be their story writing, music or work from the pysanka egg 

projects. The food served in the dining room that day could be dishes from some 

of the different Eurovision countries. Students could bring in a packed lunch 

themed to a different Eurovision country if they bring food from home.  Students 

could dress up in colours of the flags for different countries or some of their 

traditional costumes.  

Drop Off Breakfasts ς Pick Up Teas 

Informal get togethers could be arranged to give people the opportunity to chat 

and try out a food snack from one of the Eurovision countries. These snacks could 

be prepared by students as part of their Design Technology food lessons. 

 

Ways to involve the wider school community 



 

As well as creating these eggs as part of the Art curriculum there are many other 

ways that the theme of pysanky eggs can be looked at in other subjects. 

English 

¶ As part of the EuroLearn programme, Liverpool Learning Partnership has 

developed a Creative Writing, Reading & Story Telling resource for schools. 

Check the EuroLearn website for more details. 

¶ Poems could be written based on the symbols and meanings used in 

traditional pysanka egg decoration. 

¶ Secret messages could be created using the meanings 

of the symbols instead of words. These could be 

written on paper & put inside an egg and hidden 

around the school grounds so that other students find 

them to read out or keep. 

¶ Students could learn about the Nursery Rhyme 

character Humpty Dumpty https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humpty_Dumpty 

¶ Create a travel brochure advertising the country as a holiday destination. 

Music 

¶ As part of the EuroLearn programme Resonate, Liverpool Music Hub has 

developed a Music resource pack for schools. Check the EuroLearn website 

for more details. 

¶ Students could explore the history of each ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ 9ǳǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ {ƻƴƎ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘ 

entries. This link takes you to an interactive site with information on each 

country. https://eurovision.tv/countries  

Design / Food Technology 

Pysanky eggs are an excellent theme to link into Design / Food Technology lessons.  

¶ While learning about pysanky eggs and Ukraine it is an opportunity to look at 

the traditional foods of Ukraine. As well as creating posters showing the 

different foods, they could research recipes for making simple dishes. This 

Cross ð Curricular teaching ideas 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humpty_Dumpty
https://eurovision.tv/countries
https://www.theworks.co.uk/p/craft-activities-for-kids/multi-coloured-easter-fillable-eggs-pack-of-6/5052089330214.html?CAWELAID=720011340002946224&gclid=Cj0KCQiA3eGfBhCeARIsACpJNU-R0IRLFV7H4Huyeliyl1SoaEQmD7hlFTaht60JTSmqXpMi15dJ6-MaAgWPEALw_wcB


link takes you to a great site showing traditional Ukrainian foods. 

https://klopotenko.com/en/cuisine/ukrainian/  

¶ Pupils could also research the traditional foods of other Eurovision countries. 

¶ Egg based recipes could also be a focus and simple recipes could be made or 

taste tested such as pancakes or scrambled eggs. 

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/collection/healthy-kids-egg-recipes 

¶ Weave a basket from paper to display their pysanka egg in. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qM9YECwZHiA 

¶ Make a pop up card using simple mechanisms.                  

https://www.science-sparks.com/mechanisms-pop-up-cards/ 

¶ Ask each student to bring in an egg cup from home. This will create an 

interesting collection. Students can look at product design and investigate 

why something is designed the way it is and what makes a good or bad 

design. https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zrrvgdm/revision/1 

¶ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ ŀ ΨǎŀŦŜΩ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƴ ŜƎƎ and/or a vehicle to safely 

transport an egg. 

¶ {Ŝǘ ǳǇ ŀƴ ΨŜƎƎ ŘǊƻǇ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΩΦ /ŀƴ ŀƴ ŜƎƎ ōŜ dropped from a height without 

breaking? What is the best type of parachute to use and how can you protect 

the egg? https://www.science-sparks.com/gravity-and-air-resistance/ 

¶ Design and make a box to display your egg. What could it be made of? How 

will it be decorated? What size should it be? 

¶ Students could design their own flags using symbols and images that have a 

special meaning to them about the countries that they are from or have 

visited. 

¶ Look at different costumes worn at the Eurovision Song Contest over the 

years. If the pupils were in the contest what costume would they design to 

wear themselves? 

¶ Look at the traditional dress worn in the different participating countries. 
 

https://klopotenko.com/en/cuisine/ukrainian/
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/collection/healthy-kids-egg-recipes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qM9YECwZHiA
https://www.science-sparks.com/mechanisms-pop-up-cards/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zrrvgdm/revision/1
https://www.science-sparks.com/gravity-and-air-resistance/


 

Maths 

¶ Pysanky eggs use lots of geometric patterns in their designs. Students could 

look at repeat patterns, drawing shapes, work with angles, protractors and 

symmetry. 

¶ Look out for an additional maths learning resource from Liverpool Learning 

Partnership. 

¶ What is the currency used in each country? Money conversion & calculation 

activities using different currency. 

History 

¶ Students could look at the history of egg decoration done in other countries 

and find out the traditions behind it. 

¶ Students could find out about famous people from each country. Who were 

ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎǎΣ vǳŜŜƴǎ ƻǊ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅΩs rulers? Create a time line of key events that 

happened in each country. Were there any famous battles, wars or historical 

events? 

Geography 

¶ Which other countries also decorate eggs as part of a springtime tradition? 

Students could find out about these countries and research facts about the 

country. Where it is? What is its population? Mountains & rivers etc. 

¶ Research and create posters showing facts about the Physical and Human 

geography of the different countries.  

Science 

¶ Students could learn about the life cycle of a bird from egg 

to adult. 

https://www.education.com/worksheet/article/color-life-

cycle-2/ 

¶ There are loads of easy to set up and fun experiments that 

can be done using eggs. This link shows more than 20 different ones.                                                       

https://gosciencegirls.com/science-experiments-with-eggs/ 

https://www.education.com/worksheet/article/color-life-cycle-2/
https://www.education.com/worksheet/article/color-life-cycle-2/
https://gosciencegirls.com/science-experiments-with-eggs/
https://www.education.com/worksheet/article/color-life-cycle-2/


¶ Who were the famous scientists from each country? What is it they are best 

known for doing? 

¶ Look at the different habitats in each country. What are the birds, animals 

and plants that are found in each habitat? 

Early Years Education 

School improvement Liverpool have developed an additional 

education resource called Ukraine Early Years Activities.  

https://www.cultureliverpool.co.uk/early-years/  

If you have a subscription to Twinkl ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ also worth looking at the 

resources they have for Egg based curriculum ideas  

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/search?q=ideas+based+on+eggs&c=244&r=parent 

M.F.L 

¶ What is the language spoken in each country? Can students challenge 

ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ΨƘŜƭƭƻΩ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ 

different languages? 

¶ Take the register each day with students answering in a different language. 

Art 

¶ Who are the famous artists from each country? Students could each research 

a different artist and create a fact file about them and their work. 

¶ Pupils could make posters, flags and banners about their favourite Eurovision 

entries imagining that they could be used at the event. 

Drama 

¶ Students could research traditional folktales and stories from different 

countries and act them out. 

¶ Are there any famous actors from the country? Who were they and what did 

they do? 

Religious Studies 

¶ Students could explore different religions across Europe and the wider 

Eurovision countries.  

https://www.cultureliverpool.co.uk/early-years/
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/search?q=ideas+based+on+eggs&c=244&r=parent


 

 

Pysanky eggs are traditionally decorated using images of plants, animals and birds. 

When students are learning about the design and tradition of pysanky eggs it is an 

excellent opportunity to get outside and explore. LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ 

promote well-being and positive mental health. 

This could be in your school grounds or you could venture further afield and visit 

ƻƴŜ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǇŀǊƪǎ ƻǊ Ǝŀrdens near your school. This link will take you to a full 

ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎΦ 

https://liverpool.gov.uk/leisure-parks-and-wellbeing/parks-and-greenspaces/ 

Nature Walks 

²Ƙƛƭǎǘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŀƭƪ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀ ΨǎǇƻǘǘŜǊ ƎǳƛŘŜΩ 

ticking off what they have found. Natural objects and interesting 

finds could be taken back to the classroom to create a nature table. 

This could be linked to a display of decorated pysanky eggs that 

could be hung from a tree branch. 

https://www.teachit.co.uk/resources/primary/wild-flowers-spotters-guide 

RSPB Nature Activities for Schools 

The RSPB Wild Challenge award is a specially developed suite of 

activities for schools to engage children with nature and provide 

practical learning opportunities. 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-teachers/schools-wild-challenge/ 

One of the activities is Habitat Explorers which looks at how many different types 

of habitat there are in your school grounds. 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-teachers/schools-wild-

challenge/activities/habitat-explorers/ 

 

 

Nature used as a theme for decorating pysanky eggs 

and links to the wider curriculum. 

https://liverpool.gov.uk/leisure-parks-and-wellbeing/parks-and-greenspaces/
https://www.teachit.co.uk/resources/primary/wild-flowers-spotters-guide
https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-teachers/schools-wild-challenge/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-teachers/schools-wild-challenge/activities/habitat-explorers/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-teachers/schools-wild-challenge/activities/habitat-explorers/
https://www.teachit.co.uk/resources/primary/wild-flowers-spotters-guide

