
             Who will you remember? 

Is a continuation of the city wide education and participation programme that accompanied 

the Weeping Window installation in 2015;  enabling people of all ages to explore the 

monuments, buildings, exhibitions and archives of the City, opening up hidden history, art 

and literature, encouraging personal remembrance and reflection, inspiring a debate on past 

and present conflicts and wars.   

This teaching resource provides links to local and 

national archives and cultural programmes, offering 

curriculum ideas and web platforms that enable 

schools to share research and activity. 

 

St George’s Hall – Located in the heart of Liverpool 

city centre, opposite the gateway to the city, Liverpool Lime Street Station, St George’s Hall 

sits proudly within Liverpool’s cultural quarter and its UNESCO World Heritage site. The Grade 

I listed building was built in 1854 and is regarded today as one of the finest examples of neo 

classical architecture in the world. This iconic building has long been the place for the people 

of Liverpool to meet at times of great sorrow and great celebration and is the venue for the 

annual Service of Remembrance. The Liverpool Cenotaph designed by Lionel Budden and 

sculpted by Herbert Tyson Smith, is located on the plateau outside the Hall. The cenotaph was 

unveiled at 11 am on 11 November 1930 by the 17th Earl of Derby. Following the end of the 

Second World War, the dates 1939 and 1945 were added. These were unveiled on 

Remembrance Sunday, 10 November 1946.  

http://liverpoolcityhalls.co.uk/st-georges-hall/  

  

http://liverpoolcityhalls.co.uk/st-georges-hall/


             Opportunities for Schools to Participate  

A Roll of Honour 

 

This years’ Service of Remembrance will feature a reading of Poppies by the poet Jane Weir 

herself (see below). Culture Liverpool have created a digital Roll of Honour to commemorate 

those who have given their lives for their country. We are asking pupils and schools to create 

their own poem or piece of creative writing dedicated to a relative or a local person who has 

lost their life in warfare or about the impacts of war. 

We are asking schools to share these on our web-site by uploading them to: 

https://www.cultureliverpool.co.uk/digital-wall-of-honour/  

 

Creative Writing 

Contemporary War Poetry – Jane Weir’s – ‘Poppies’ 

Jane Weir is an Anglo-Italian writer and designer who grew up in Manchester where she was 

born. Her writing and poetry is focused on women and women’s’ lives and work. 'Poppies' is 

a poem for all parents, their children and the bonds which hold them.  

The Poetry Archive published an extensive audio selection of Jane Weir’s work in 2015. Her 

poetry is published by Templar Poetry. Jane Weir may be contacted through Templar Poetry 

at info@templarpoetry.com and further information is available online at 

www.templarpoetry.com  

Jane Weir also has her own YouTube channel 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r8QIcYdJPG0  

‘Poppies’ was originally published in Jane Weir’s collection The Way I Dressed During the 

Revolution (2005 & 2010). ‘Poppies’ is widely read and studied in GCSE English Literature 

syllabuses as a war poem. 
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Poppies 
Three days before Armistice Sunday 
and poppies had already been placed 
on individual war graves. Before you left, 
I pinned one onto your lapel, crimped petals, 
spasms of paper red, disrupting a blockade 
of yellow bias binding around your blazer. 
 
Sellotape bandaged around my hand, 
I rounded up as many white cat hairs 
as I could, smoothed down your shirt's 
upturned collar, steeled the softening 
of my face. I wanted to graze my nose 
across the tip of your nose, play at 
being Eskimos like we did when 
you were little. I resisted the impulse 
to run my fingers through the gelled 
blackthorns of your hair. All my words 
flattened, rolled, turned into felt, 
 
slowly melting. I was brave, as I walked 
with you, to the front door, threw 
it open, the world overflowing 
like a treasure chest. A split second 
and you were away, intoxicated. 
After you'd gone I went into your bedroom, 
released a song bird from its cage. 
Later a single dove flew from the pear tree, 
and this is where it has led me, 
skirting the church yard walls, my stomach busy 
making tucks, darts, pleats, hat-less, without 
a winter coat or reinforcements of scarf, gloves. 
 
On reaching the top of the hill I traced 
the inscriptions on the war memorial, 
leaned against it like a wishbone. 
The dove pulled freely against the sky, 
an ornamental stitch. I listened, hoping to hear 
your playground voice catching on the wind. 
 
Jane Weir  
 

‘Poppies poem reproduced with kind permission of Jane Weir.’ 

Further inspiration for your creative writing on contemporary war poetry,                      

teacher’s resources can be found at https://poetrysociety.org.uk/projects/first-world-war/  

https://poetrysociety.org.uk/projects/first-world-war/


 

           

History of the Poppy, as the symbol of remembrance 

The poppy has long been a symbol of remembrance. Follow the links below to explore the 

story of the poppy. 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/history/why-we-wear-poppies-on-remembrance-day  

British Legion web-site:  

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/remembrance/how-we-remember/the-story-of-the-

poppy/  

White poppies: a symbol of peace, worn as an alternative to, or complement to, the red 

remembrance poppy for Remembrance Day or Anzac Day.  

https://www.ppu.org.uk/remembrance-white-poppies  

For ideas on how to make your own poppies follow these web-links: 

https://www.pinterest.com/explore/poppy-craft/ 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/ 

Why not create your own display in school and upload an image on the Culture Liverpool web-

site: https://www.cultureliverpool.co.uk/digital-wall-of-honour/  

 

Further Teaching Resources & Research 

1418 Now Programme 

Between 2014 and 2018 35million people engaged with the 1418 Now Arts commissions to 

commemorate WW1. The resources and information on the commissions are online 

https://www.1418now.org.uk/learning-engagement/ 

The Imperial War Museum (IWM) 

IWM has many resources online exploring modern conflict.  

http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-north 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/history/learning-resources 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/history/conscientious-objectors-in-their-own-words 
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            Liverpool Libraries, Information and Archive Services 

                                

Liverpool has a dedicated 24 hour library service consisting of Central Library in the city centre 

and a community library network located in local neighbourhoods. 

Visiting Your Library 

At every site you can find a range of printed reading and study materials. All sites have access 

to a photocopier, printing and e-mail facilities and some have a fax in addition to this. There 

is access to free computing including Microsoft Office and the internet which you need to be 

a library member but is free to use. 

There is local history section of books at every site and books can also be requested at the 

library counter- just ask the library staff. 

Every computer at every library site had access to the Digital Library information suite which 

includes the family history websites ‘Find my Past and Ancestry’. These are free to use when 

you access them from a library site. In addition there are other online research tools such as 

newspaper articles. Library staff will show you how to find the Digital Library on the 

computers on request. External and home access to some of the resources on Digital Library 

is also possible via the Read Liverpool website 

Local history sessions and schools 

Look out for tutored family history sessions at your library. Schools are welcome to book in 

for a visit at any of our sites and we will show you the range of information available printed 

and online. Please contact your local library for details on 0151 233 3069 

Available from home 24/7 services 

Library services are available 24 hours a day and the library online service has a range of study, 

reading and research materials you can access from the comfort of your own home. 

Liverpool Library catalogue 

You can search all of the printed holdings of the library, order books and renew loans at the 

library website www.liverpool.gov.uk/libraries 

file:///C:/Users/jonesdc/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/GTMG63VL/Find%20my%20Past%20and%20Ancestry’
http://www.liverpool.gov.uk/libraries


 

            

 Read Liverpool 

This is where to download free e-books, free audio books, magazines and a host of free 

reference materials including “Your Family History” magazine. 

You just need to register online or use your library ticket to be able to download titles to your 

device. Devices including smart phones, android tablets, iPads, laptops, and kindle fire can all 

be used as e-readers for this site. The Library Service runs regular device workshops from time 

to time to help people access the site on their devices. Or alternatively for easy access 

download the Libby by Overdrive app to your phone or mobile device-you’ll still need your 

membership details 

https://www.readliverpool.co.uk/ 

Central Library Archives and Local History Services 

 Liverpool Record Office and Local Studies Service at Central Library holds extensive 

collections from the 13th century onwards relating to all aspects of the City’s history. 

The archivist can conduct tours and school visits can be conducted and tailored to the subject 

that is being studied. If you want your class to have hands on experience of primary historical 

local resources to bring your topic alive then contact: helena.smart@liverpool.gov.uk 

The Archive and Local History service offers reference material and advice on research. 

Our local studies collection has books on all aspects of Liverpool’s history located in the 

'Archive' area of Central Library. Please note that these books are for reference only. 

Additional material is available in microfilm or microfiche format. Microfilm viewers are 

available. You can also use our computers to search 'Ancestry' and 'Find My Past' websites for 

free. These facilities are open during normal Central opening hours. 

Liverpool Archive Catalogue 

Whether you are interested in the history of Liverpool or want to research your family history 

our archive catalogue lists all the reference material you need to help you with your search.  

The catalogue also includes local studies items which you can find by using the 'Advanced 

Search' tab.  

 

 

 

https://www.readliverpool.co.uk/
https://www.readliverpool.co.uk/
file:///C:/Users/jonesdc/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/GTMG63VL/helena.smart@liverpool.gov.uk


 

           

 The Search Room 

The Archive Search Room in Central Library is available to consult original archives and books 

by appointment only. We require at least one full working days’ notice; a list of items needed 

and reference numbers which can be obtained from the online catalogues. We can help you 

with your research. Please contact us for more information and our latest fees on 0151 233 

3069. 

How to join the library 

You can visit any library site and join but please bring 1 item of identification with you that 

shows your current address such as a utility bill or driving license. 

You can also join online via http://liverpool.gov.uk/libraries/join-a-library/ 

And the ticket will be sent to your home address or can be collected from your local library 

Lists of books offering differing perspectives on the First World War for young readers 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/w/world-war-i-childrens/ 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/w/world-war-ii-childrens/ 

Reading Quality Mark 

Encouraging pupils to read these texts links to the city’s 

Reading Quality Mark. The national curriculum for English 

places a clear emphasis on pupils developing the knowledge 

and skills to read easily, fluently and with understanding and 

having opportunities to develop the habit of reading widely and 

often for both pleasure and information.  

The Liverpool Reading Quality Mark funded by Liverpool 

Learning Partnership supports schools to promote and develop 

whole school strategies for reading for pleasure. It promotes 

the use of quality texts to extend thinking and understanding 

around subject/ topic areas and engagement with local, 

national and international initiatives to promote reading and 

develop key skills. 

 

 

http://liverpool.gov.uk/libraries/find-a-library/central-library/
http://liverpool.gov.uk/libraries/join-a-library/
http://liverpool.gov.uk/libraries/join-a-library/
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https://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/w/world-war-ii-childrens/


 
 
    
Disclaimer  
This document contains links to a number of external websites which may include age 
appropriate material. Liverpool City Council and Culture Liverpool take no responsibility for 
the content or reliability of information contained in any of the links provided nor does 
Liverpool City Council or Culture Liverpool endorse any of the views which may be expressed 
within them.  
 
Do not use any of the information within these pages which could be unlawful, illegal, 

fraudulent or harmful, or in connection with any unlawful, illegal, fraudulent or harmful 

purpose or activity. 

Teachers should review all content before using to ensure it is age appropriate.  


